
The Cree surname in 
Abernethy, Perthshire 
 

 
Two articles from Cree News 16 originally 
published in April1998 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Published in 2001 as this PDF file by 
 
The Cree Family History Society 
 
9 Fairstone Hill 
Oadby 
Leicester LE2 5RL 
United Kingdom 
 
 
 Copyright The Cree Family History Society 2001 
All Rights Reserved 

 



Contents 
 
Introduction 
 
Chart 1 - Cree Burgesses of Perth 
 
Chart 2 - Four early families in Abernethy: Other families of children of James 
Cree and Isobell Blair 
 
Early Cree families in Abernethy 
by Mike Spathaky 
 
Chart 3 - Four generations of the Cree line of Abernethy, Perthshire 
 
The Abernethy Cree line 
based on contributions by John Plunkett, Mike Spathaky and Trevor Cree 
 
 

Introduction 
 
These two articles were originally published in the April 1998 issue of CREE NEWS. 
“Early Cree families in Abernethy” lists and describes four families of the early 18th 
Century. It also summarises the evidence suggesting that three of these families are 
descended from the main group of Cree families who were burgesses (merchants and 
trade guild members) in Perth for the previous hundred years and more. The fourth 
family’s antecedents are more problematical but we have suggested that two of the sons 
might have moved away from Perthshire to found Cree dynasties in Biggar, Lanarkshire 
and near Doncaster (Yorkshire) which are flourishing to this day, though no longer in 
those places. 
 
The second article, “The Abernethy Cree line”, links Abernethy families of the 18th 
Century to some present day descendants, none of whom live in the town now. 
 
A first chart shows how we think Andrew Cree might be related to the Cree burgesses 
of Perth, while another one shows the various lines of his descendants to the last known 
Cree who lived in Abernethy and died at the Crees Inn in 1911. 
 



Harrie CRIE
tailor
b c   1598 
1=  <1620 
Isobell SCHAIRP
b 13 Jul 1600 Dunbarney

2= c 1640 
Agnes LAMB

Thomas CRIE
glover
b c   1610 
d 3 Aug 1654 
=  c   1635 
Helen DAE
b c   1613 

Patrick CRIE
Deacon of glovers
bap 1 Jan 1615 Perth
=  c   1640 
Christian WATSON
b c   1618 

Alexander CRIE
"eldest lawful 
son"
bap 2 Jan 1680 
Perth
b c Nov 1676

William 
CRIE
bap 17 May 
1694 Perth
d <   1766 

David CRIE
bap 9 May 
1695 Perth

James CRIE
Provost, 
surgeon
b c   1698 

Andrew CRIE
b c Mar 1678 
bap 2 Apr 
1678 Perth

John CREE
"third lawful 
son"
b c Jul 1679 

Hendrie CREE
bap 23 Nov 
1680 Perth

Patrick CRIE
Provost, 
merchant
bap 7 Aug 1683 
Perth
d 17 Mar 1754 
Perth

Helen CRIE
bap 16 Nov 
1684 Perth
=  20 Aug 1713 
Methven
Alexander RIOCH

Margaret CREE
bap 4 Jul 1686 
Perth

Agnes CRIE
bap 26 Dec 
1691 Perth

Marione CRIE
bap 28 Feb 1693 
Perth
=  29 Jun 1721 
Perth
Androw 
MCCOMIE

James CRIE
Provost, merchant
bap 3 Mar 1639 
Edinburgh
d   1710 

=  c   1675 
Isobell BLAIR
b c   1655 

William CRIE
bap 10 Jan 1641 Perth

Patrik CRIE
bap 30 Jun 1643 Perth
=  29 Apr 1669 Perth
Janett NORMAND

James CRIE
glover
b c   1617 
=  7 Jun 1638 
Edinburgh
Issobell FLEEMING

John CRIE
glover
bap 31 Aug 1620 Perth
2=  c   1637 
Elspeth GAIRDNER
bap 2 Jun 1618 Errol

2=  <1677 
Margaret ALLERDYCE

3=  >1683 
Christian ANDERSON
b c   1656 

William CRIE
b <1574 

Cree Burgesses of Perth

eldest son William Crie 
(c1620-1676) was Deacon 
of Tailors and Tresurer of 
Perth

Alexander's  baptism date is unreliable as an 
indication of birth date, being too close to 
Hendrie's. He described himself as eldest and John 
was described as third lawful son, so birth dates 
have been ascribed in accordance with typical 
birth intervals in this family.

Margaret CREE
bap 19 Jul 1713 
Abdie

Elizabeth CREE
bap 24 Jul 1715 
Abdie

John CRIE
merchant
bap 19 Jan 1718 
Newburgh
d 26 Dec 1794 Perth
=  2 Feb 1751 Perth
Agnes WADDLE
b 1730 
d 20 Sep 1771 Perth

William CRIE
bap 14 Feb 1720 
Newburgh
d <   1725 

Andrew CRIE
bap 2 Dec 1722 
Newburgh
=  c   1770 
Margaret MORIS

William CRIE
bap 26 Sep 1725 
Newburgh

Thomas CREE
shoemaker
bap 11 Jun 1727 
Newburgh

Catharine CREE
bap 27 Jul 1729 
Newburgh

Margaret CREE
bap 15 Aug 1731 
Newburgh

= 20 Dec 1711 
Abernethy
Catherine CLERK

John CRIE

bap 23 Nov 1662 Methven
d <   1725 
1=  30 Dec 1691 Fowlis Wester
Catherine WHITE

2=  8 Jul 1706 Methven
Agnes WILSON

David CRIE
b c 1665 
d 12 Jun 1740 Saline

Patrick CRIE
merchant in Glasgow
bap 19 Sep 1669 Methven
d <   1740 
=  1 Jun 1694 Glasgow
Marie WATSON

Janet CRIE
bap 23 Feb 1672 
Methven

= ?

Janet bap 22 Aug 1694 Methven
Hugh tailor bap 21 Jun 1696 Methven 
William shoemaker in Saline

bap 25 May 1698 Methven
John bap 4 Jun 1700 Methven
James Deacon of shoemakers, Perth bap 5 

Aug 1701 Methven
Kathren bap 12 Apr 1705 Methven

John Deacon of shoemakers, Glasgow bap 
13 Apr 1707 Methven

Elizabeth bap 16 Apr 1710 Methven
Kathrine bap 11 Sep 1712 Methven
Jean bap 5 Aug 1715 Methven
Laurence bap 6 Sep 1719 Methven

"in Tippermalloch"

(selected lines)



James CREE
bap 28 Jun 1726 Perth
Margaret CRIE
bap 13 Aug 1727 Perth
Mathew CRIE
bap 20 May 1729 Perth
Alexander CRIE
bap 13 Aug 1730 Perth
d 21 Jul 1791 Ryacottah

James CRIE

1=  14 Jul 1725 Perth
Elizabeth MONCREIFF
b c   1703 

Provost, surgeon

2=  20 Mar 1739 
Perth
Christian MEIK

George CREE
bap 5 Apr 1719 
Abernethy
John CREE
bap 2 Jul 1721 Dron
Jean CREE
bap 1 Aug 1725 Dron
David CREE
bap 24 Dec 
1727 Dron
=  26 Jun 1762 Dron
Amilia YOUNG

Andrew CRIE
=  17 May 1718 
Abernethy
Agnes WALKER

Margaret CREE
bap 19 Jul 1713 Abdie
Elizabeth CREE
bap 24 Jul 1715 Abdie
John CRIE
merchant
bap 19 Jan 1718 
Newburgh
d 26 Dec 1794 Perth
=  2 Feb 1751 Perth
Agnes WADDLE
b 1730 
d 20 Sep 1771 Perth
William CRIE
bap 14 Feb 1720 
Newburgh
d <   1725 
Andrew CRIE
bap 2 Dec 1722 
Newburgh
=  c   1770 
Margaret MORIS

John CREE
=  20 Dec 1711 
Abernethy
Catharine CLERK

William CRIE
bap 26 Sep 1725 
Newburgh
Thomas CREE
shoemaker
bap 11 Jun 1727 
Newburgh
Catharine CREE
bap 27 Jul 1729 
Newburgh
Margaret CREE
bap 15 Aug 1731 
Newburgh

Anna CREE
bap 5 Oct 1701 
Abernethy
d < 16 May 1703 
Anna CREE
bap 16 May 1703 
Abernethy
Thomas CREE
bap 12 Jan 1707 
Abernethy
Kathrin CREE
bap 24 Jul 1708 
Rhynd
Henrie CREE
bap 29 Jul 1711 
Abernethy
David CREE
bap 2 Jan 1715 
Abernethy

Hendrie CREE
=  20 Oct 1699 
Abernethy
Elizabeth BAYNE

Isobell CRIE
bap 4 Aug 1715 Perth
James CRIE
bap 14 Mar 1717 Perth
Christian CRIE
bap 27 Nov 1718 Perth
d  Mar 1795 
bur 23 Mar 1795 Perth
=  5 Feb 1743 Perth
William STEWART
Provost, merchant
b c   1710 
d 27 Oct 1786 Perth
Jeane CRIE
bap 23 Sep 1722 Perth
Elisabeth CRIE
bap 15 Dec 1724 Perth

Patrick CRIE
=  23 Nov 1713 Perth
Elspeth YOUNG
b c   1691 

Margrat CRIE
bap 23 Jun 1723 Perth

William CRIE
hammerman
d <   1766 
=  9 Dec 1720 Perth
Margaret SMITH
d >1773 Anna CREE

bap 22 Apr 1705 
Abernethy
Henrie CREE
bap 15 Dec 1706 
Abernethy
John CREE
bap 5 Sep 1708 
Newburgh
William CREE
bap 5 Sep 1712 
Abernethy
Christian CREE
bap 2 May 1714 
Abernethy
Catharine CREE
bap 12 Jan 1716 
Abernethy
George CRIE
bap 22 Nov 1719 
Newburgh
James CREE
bap   1722 
Abernethy

Johne CRIE
=  20 May 1704 
Abernethy
Marjory LEAN

Four early families in Abernethy Other families of children of James Cree = Isobell Blair



Early Cree families in 
Abernethy 
Mike Spathaky 
 
 
ABERNETHY IS ABOUT A MILE from the south shore 
of the tidal River Tay, eight miles downstream from 
Perth. The traffic now by-passes the main street which is 
as quiet as it was before the motor car, perhaps less 
bustling even than when this town was the first bishopric 
of Pictland in the eighth century. After calling in at the 
Crees Inn, Diana and I visited the tea rooms under the 
shadow of the eleventh century round tower. A booklet in 
the tea rooms told us how Abernethy had been a centre of 
the weaving trade, but that in 1605 handloom weavers 
were brought over from the Low Countries to improve 
the skills of local weavers. A party from Flanders landed 
at Ferryfield, implying that this settlement on the banks 
of the River Earn just before it flows into the Tay, acted 
as a port for Abernethy. The booklet also told us how the 
town had been a refuge from the crowded streets and 
“wynds” of Perth: “In 1646 by Act of Parliament, the 
Sheriff Court of Perth was appointed to sit at Abernethy 
while the plague continued in Perth.”1 
 The parochial register unfortunately starts late - in 
1690 when Presbyterianism was re-established as the 
official church. Many Episcopalian ministers were 
forced to leave their posts and some took the registers 
with them. So when we observe a number of Cree 
families suddenly appearing in the record after that date, 
while it may be tempting to assume they had come to the 
parish from elsewhere, we must be aware that if they 
been in Abernethy for generations the record would have 
been no different. 

                                                             
1 A Short History of Abernethy by Mrs C Cameron, Abernethy Women’s 
Rural Institute, 1972 

Four Cree families in Abernethy 
 
 The first Cree record we have found is of the marriage 
of Hendrie Cree and Elizabeth Bayne in 1699 and it is 
followed by baptism records of their children. Three 
more marriages follow in the space of a generation. They 
are: John Cree and Marjorie Lean in 1704, John Cree and 
Catherine Clerk in 1711, and Andrew Cree and Agnes 
Walker in 1718. 
 The two Johns might be thought to be the same person 
marrying twice, but examination of the list of baptisms 
of their children makes it clear that this cannot be the 
case. Both couples had some children baptised in 
neighbouring parishes Newburgh and Abdie as well as in 
Abernethy, perhaps due to the shortage of ministers at 
that time. Unfortunately the Abernethy register where 
most of baptisms are recorded shows only fathers’ 
names so it is difficult to sort out the two families. 
However it can be done, and fortunately the neighbouring 
parish registers also recorded the mother’s name. 
 It is possible that these four Cree bridegrooms, 
Hendrie, John, John and Andrew, might have been born 
and brought up in Abernethy. However three of the sons 
of James Crie, the first of the three Cree Provosts of 
Perth were called Henry, John and Andrew and the 
coincidence cannot be ignored. Moreover those three 
sons have not otherwise been accounted for. Of course 
the two named John Cree cannot be brothers. We are 
thus suggesting that Hendrie Cree who married Elizabeth 
Bayne, Andrew Cree who married Agnes Walker and the 
John Cree who was married to Catherine Clerk were sons 
of the elder Provost James Crie of Perth. 
 This would in turn mean that the Abernethy line 
descibed in the following article could be traceable back 
to all the burgess Cree families in seventeenth and 
eighteenth century Perth (see page 8). 
 Although Hendrie and Elizabeth had large families, we 
have not traced any descendants of their children, and 
Andrew and Agnes’s Cree line seems to come to an end 
with two granddaughters. But we have made guesses 

about some, and have firmer knowledge about other 
children of the two John Crees. 
 Two of  the sons of  John Cree and Marjorie Lean 
might have been gardeners. John (born 1708) is the right 
age to be the John Cree who married Rachel Marshall in 
Dumbarton in 1731. They started a family there and then 
moved to Biggar where John became Procurator-Fiscal 
and started a nursery business that flourished until the 
twentieth century and a dynasty that thrives today. His 
brother William (born 1712) may be the William Cree 
who was gardener to the lord of the manor of 
Sprotbrough on the drove road through Yorkshire. He 
married his master’s maidservant (hurriedly!) and their 
descendants became solicitors and ministers of the 
church with many descendants in south-east England. 
 John Cree and Catherine Clerk had a son John who we 
suggest became a merchant and one of the wealthiest of 
the Cree burgesses of Perth. 
 John Cree, merchant in Perth, lived in the Watergate 
and owned several properties in the Burgh and lands in 
the Abernethy area. He married Agnes Waddle in 1751 
and they had twelve children although many did not 
survive them. Twins Thomas and Laurence died on the 
same day at the age of two weeks. William became a 
baker but died at the age of 31 leaving four young 
children. Alexander survived and became a merchant 
himself, marrying Helen Elder in Ceres, Fife, in 1796. 
  Their eldest son John Cree became a gardener in 
Auchterhouse, Angus, before acquiring his own farm at 
Airntully, north of Perth. The census of 1881 finds his 
son John farming 165 acres there with his wife Isabella 
and three children, John aged 7, Catherine Jessie, 5, and 
Isabella Bell Cree, 3. 
 Alexander and Helen’s other son Alexander became a 
shoemaker in Dundee, where he married Elizabeth 
Martin in 1819, and we think he may have descendants 
there today.2 
 

                                                             
2 See “A Cree grave in Alyth, Perthshire” in CREE NEWS 17 



A link to later Abernethy Crees? 
 
 Another son of John Cree and Catherine Clerk was 
Andrew (born 1722, Newburgh, Fife). It is this Andrew 
Cree who I think may be the same person as Andrew Cree 
who married Margaret Moris around 1770 to become the 
ancestor of Douglas S Cree and John Plunkett, as 
described in the next article. Yes, he would have been 48 
at his marriage and 59 at the birth of their last child, but 
that is neither impossible nor even particularly rare. One 
explanation would be that he was a widower at the age of 
48, a very common situation prior to the twentieth 
century. 
 I happily admit that much of what I have written here is 
conjectural and I justify its publication only in the hope 
that it gives rise to discussion and the discovery of 
evidence that settles the various questions one way or 
another 

 
 

 



Finlay CREEThomas CREE
tobacco spinner
bap 8 Aug 1819 
Abernethy
d <   1877 
=    1842 
Janet MELDRUM

James CREE

bap 19 Mar 1795 Errol
=  11 Apr 1813 Kinnoul
Margaret SAUNDERS

Margaret CREE
innkeeper
b 28 Aug 1797 
Abernethy
d 22 Feb 1858 
Abernethy

Thomas CREE
farmer and innkeeper
bap 11 Mar 1839 
Abernethy
d   1911 
1= 1 Nov 1861 Abernethy
Euphemia BROWN
b 1827-1828 
d 23 Dec 1862 Abernethy

3=  26 Feb 1890 
Abernethy
Elizabeth PATERSON

2=  6 Dec 1864 Rhynd
Janet NAPIER

William CREE
b 13 Oct 1799 Abernethy
d <  Apr 1851 
1=  c   1837 
Euphemia 
HUTCHESON
d <  Nov 1861 

Helen CREE
b c   1847 
=  1 Dec 1865 
Abernethy
William BRUCE
ploughman
b   c1838-9 

William CREE
labourer
b c   1849 
=  9 Jun 1876 Perth
Barbra MUNRO
domestic servant
b c   1852 

2=  c   1846 
Helen HONEYMAN
weaver
b 1826- 1827 
Abernethy

Thomas CREE
journeyman mason
b 15 Nov 1831 Kinnoul
1=  28 Nov 1862 Moulin
Grace DUFF
domestic servant
b   1836 
d 18 Apr 1864 Perth

3=  20 Jan 1880 Dundee
Christina M RITCHIE
b 1837-1838 

2=  7 Jun 1864 Perth
Christina MURRAY
domestic servant
b 1835-1836 

Andrew CREE
b 30 Nov 1833 
St Madoes

b 20 Sep 
1835 St 
Madoes

William CREE

Janet CREE
b 30 Aug 
1837 St 
Madoes

John CREE
stonemason
b 19 Jun 1839 
Kinnoul
d <   1885 
=  14 May 1860 
Strathmiglo
Agnes HARROWER
power loom weaver
b 1836-1837 

Master Mason
b 20 Apr 1842 
Kinnoul
d 11 Jan 1905 Perth
=  24 Jun 1864 Perth
Mary Small SMITH
b 1839-1840 
Dunning

Euphemia CREE
b 13 Nov 1844 
Kinnoul

Agnes Murray CREE
b 2 Feb 1849 Kinnoul
bur 15 Aug 1871 
Kinfauns

David CREE
b  Oct 1853 
d 6 Sep 1854 
bur  Kinfauns

John CREE
salmon fisher
bap 21 Jan 1802 Abernethy
bur 27 Mar 1875 Kinfauns
=  29 May 1831 Kinnoul
Isabella SMITH
b 1807-1808 
d  Sep 1854 
bur 14 Sep 1854 Kinfauns

Janet CREE
bap 22 Jun 1806 Abernethy
d 20 Jan 1864 Abernethy
=  c   1830 
Alexander ROBERTSON
hand loom weaver
b 1801-1802 

Euphans CREE
bap 26 Jun 1803 
Abernethy
d   1882 Abernethy

Thomas CRIE
Innkeeper
bap 20 Oct 1771 
Abernethy
d <   1858 
=  23 Dec 1793 Errol
Euphemia JAMESON
schoolmistress
b c   1768 

Susie CREE
bap 5 Mar 1777 
Dron

Margaret CREE
bap 5 Mar 1777 
Dron

 CREE
bap 1 Feb 1778 
Abernethy

Ann CREE
b 1 May 1781 
Rhynd
d 26 Dec 1797 

Andrew CRIE
bap 2 Dec 1722 
Newburgh
=  c   1770 
Margaret MORIS

Four generations of the Cree 
line of Abernethy, Perthshire



The Abernethy Cree 
line 
Based on contributions by John Plunkett, 
Mike Spathaky and Trevor Cree 
 
 
 
THE CREE FAMILY has had a long association with the 
small town of Abernethy which is situated approximately 
seven miles from Perth in Scotland. Abernethy itself has 
an ancient pedigree and throughout history it has been a 
place of some importance. Overlooking the town is 
Castle Law fort which was excavated at the beginning of 
this century and yielded a bronze brooch belonging to the 
second half of the first millenium B.C. A short distance 
to the north-east of the town the Romans built a 
legionary fortress at Carpow on the banks of the River 
Tay. It is believed that Abernethy itself was founded by 
the Picts and is thought to have been one of the tribal 
capitals of the Pictish kingdom. Towards the end of the 
11th century the Culdees were established at Abernethy 
but by 1273 the Culdee monastery had become a priory 
of Augustinian canons. The impressive Round Tower of 
Abernethy is one of only two such constructions in 
Scotland. Such towers served as places of refuge for the 
clergy in times of danger. Although Abernethy cannot be 
described as particularly beautiful place it does still 
retain The Crees Inn public house as a constant reminder 
of the long association which the Cree family has had 
with the small town. 
 In January 1996 John Plunkett wrote to the Cree FHS 
and in his letter he wrote, 
 “It all started when my six year old granddaughter 
requested her family tree for her school project. My 
response to this was yes, but it made me realise how 
little accurate knowledge I had of my family, especially 
my mother’s side. Her father, Alexander Robertson, a 
Perth compositor, died a few weeks after her birth. I 
talked to my brothers about the family tree and to my 

surprise I found that my youngest brother, who was 
more close to mother than the rest of the family, had a 
few snippets of information to help me get started. Of 
course with me being the eldest in the family my 
maternal grandmother Mary Ann Cree played a big 
role in my up-bringing and I had the edge on the rest 
of my family on Cree family folklore.  
 One thing is worth bearing in mind when searching 
for records is to consult with all one’s nearest and 
dearest. For example, my mother confided in my 
brother, the youngest son, regarding her having a 
step-father. She very seldom talked to the rest of her 
family regarding the life of her youth. Furthermore, 
my grandmother, Mary Ann Cree, used to tell me tales 
about her trips to Methven and of her puppy dog. 
Being the mercenary child I asked, “How did the dog 
die?” to which her reply was “It got lost up a rabbit’s 
hole near Methven”. This information turned out to be 
useful as it tied my grandmother, who lived in Perth, to 
Almond Bank near Methven, which was the possible 
birthplace of her grandmother, Isobella Smith, and the 
home of her possible great-grandparents, Peter Smith 
and Isobella Cullen. Mind you, family folklore can 
sometimes be very misleading as the following 
example shows. At some time after my mother’s father 
died she must have been cared for by Findlay Cree. 
However, mother always talked of him as Uncle Fin. It 
was a bit of a surprise to me to discover in the records 
that her Uncle Fin was actually her grandfather, 
Finlay Cree. I learned then only to trust factual 
records. 
 With the above brief experience behind me, plus 
some other background information, I started my 
search. It was a great coincidence that I started my 
search during the month of August 1995 in Perth. I 
probably walked past the Station Hotel whilst the Cree 
Reunion was being held. What a small world! My 
search did not get off to a good start as I had binkers 
on. I thought, understandably, that Findlay Cree was 
my mother’s uncle, therefore my grandmother Mary 
Ann Cree’s brother. However, I gleaned enough 
information from the library in Perth to keep the 

momentum going. Subsequently, I undertook a visit to 
the General Register Office in Edinburgh where I had 
difficulty finding Mary Ann Cree. I found another with 
the same name but the timeframe was wrong for this 
person to be my grandmother. Nevertheless, I kept at it 
for two whole days and left Edinburgh with records of 
my great-grandfather, Findlay Cree, his father John 
Cree, and John Cree’s father, Thomas Cree. The 
micro-fiche records were excellent to work with but I 
found the parish records a wee bit frustrating to 
follow. However, I felt comfortable that I had 
established the following ancestry, as follows: 
 My great-grandfather, Findlay Cree, was a master 
mason who had been born in Abernethy in 1842. On 
the 24th June 1864 he had married Mary Small Smith 
at Kinnoull. The marriage certificate indicates that 
Findlay and Mary were married at the United 
Presbyterian Church and that at that time Findlay was 
a mason journeyman living at 19, Guard Street, Perth. 
The marriage was witnessed by Euphemia Cree whilst 
his father was recorded as John Cree, merchant’s 
porter. Findlay Cree died in January 1905 at the age 
of 63 leaving five known children, John M Cree 
(b.1865), Isabella Cree, Finlay Cree (b.1869), David ) 
Cree and my grandmother Mary Ann Cree (b.1877). 
My grandmother married in 1897, at the age of 20 
years. 
 Returning to my ancestors, Findlay Cree’s father 
John Cree was born in Abernethy on the 21st January 
1802. By trade he was at various times a salmon fisher 
and a stone mason. In 1831 he married Isobella Smith 
and they subsequently had nine children, Thomas Cree 
(b.1831), Andrew Cree (b.1833), William Cree 
(b.1835), Janet Cree (b.1837), John Cree (b.1839) [of 
whom more later – Ed], my great-grandfather Findlay 
Cree (b.1842), Euphemia Cree (b. 1844), Agnes 
Murray Cree (b. 1849) and finally David Cree 
(b.1853). 
 My final discovery was that my great-great-great-
grandfather was a Thomas Cree who had been born in 
1771. By trade he was a salmon fisher and this 
illustrates that his occupation was passed on to his 



son, my great-great grandfather John Cree, and to 
other members of the family. On the 23rd December 
1793 Thomas Cree married Euphemia Jameson at the 
village of Errol. Errol is particularly important to 
Scottish family history research due to the fact that its 
parish registers have the earliest records in the whole 
of Scotland. I have not had enough experience to feel 
confident that Thomas Cree is my ancestor but I plan 
to return to Edinburgh in the future to gain more 
knowledge of the parish records.” 
 Since John wrote this letter in 1996 various members 
of the Cree FHS have been able to contribute their own 
research findings to expand our knowledge of the 
Abernethy Cree. 
 The marriage of John Cree (born 1802) and Isabella 
Smith on 29th May 1831 was noted in the records of 
both Abernethy and Kinnoul parishes. They settled at 
Inchyra which is a small settlement on the north bank of 
the Tay just over a mile by boat from Ferryfield on the 
opposite bank, where John had been brought up. The first 
five children were baptised at St Madoes. In fact the little 
community of Inchyra is split between the parishes of St 
Madoes and Kinfauns, the boundary running down the 
main street to the Tay. The next two children were 
baptised in Kinnoul. 
 They had nine children in all, but the youngest died 
aged eleven months on 6th September 1854. Isabella 
herself was buried on the fourteenth in Kinfauns 
churchyard, and her father John Smith was buried there 
on the nineteenth. Her mother Janet Murray died the 
following February. As John Plunkett notes, John Cree 
originally a salmon fisher, became a stonemason and 
survived to the age of 72 when he too was buried at 
Kinfauns in 1875, having no doubt carved the dates of all 
his familiy’s deaths but his own on the gravestone that 
recorded the sad events.1 
 We have located three of their children in the 1881 
census: 

                                                             
1 Monumental Inscriptions of Perthshire, Mitchell, 1855 

 First we have Thomas who at 49 was a journeyman 
mason and gives his birth place as Kinnoul. In 1881 he 
was living in Dundee  with his wife Christina Ritchie and 
12-year-old son John. She was his third wife. John’s 
mother was Thomas’s second wife Christina Murray. His 
first marriage was to Grace Duff at Moulin and she was 
buried there in 1864, as noted by Trevor Cree in Cree 
News 15 (p 12).  
 The second son we have found in the 1881 Census was 
John Cree. By 1881 he and his wife Agnes Harrower, 
aged 45, were living in the parish of Liff and Benvie, 
which contains the western suburbs of Dundee. The 
children were William shown as a tinsmith aged 17, 
John, 18, who is a third generation mason, Isabella, 13, 
and James, 8. William married Eliza Lawson in Dundee 
in 1885. 
 Mike has recently been contacted by Douglas S Cree 
who lives near Inverness, though he hails from Troon, 
Ayrshire. William and Eliza (Lawson) Cree are 
Douglas’s grandparents, and they moved to Troon from 
Dundee in 1915. Douglas has traced the record of his 
grandfather’s birth at 19 Guard Vennel, Perth in 1864. 
The father John Cree was described as a stonemason and 
Agnes was a power loom weaver. 
 Douglas is therefore also descended from the 
Abernethy Cree line and is a third cousin of John 
Plunkett as they are both great-great-grandsons of John 
Cree and Isabella Smith. 
 In 1881 Finlay Cree, John Plunkett’s great-grandfather 
stated that he was born in Kinfauns which probably means 
Inchyra in that parish. He became a master mason and 
married Mary Smith at Perth in 1864. By 1881 the 
family was living in Perth and the Census lists five 
children, John (21, blacksmith) Isabella (14, a mill 
worker) Finlay, 11, David, 7 and four-year-old Mary Ann, 
who was to influence the early years of her granson John 
Plunkett. 
 Returning to the oldest generation of the Abernethy 
Cree line mentioned by John Pluinkett, it is firmly 
established that Thomas Cree’s parents were Andrew 

Crie and Margaret Moris who are believed to have had 
five children, Thomas (b.1771), twins Margrat and Susie 
(b.1777), an unnamed child (b.1778), and Ann Cree 
(b.1781).  
 On the 23rd December 1793 Thomas Cree (b.1771) 
married Euphemia Jameson, a school teacher. It is a 
matter of interest that the Perth Library currently 
contains three 1788 testimonial documents relating to 
Euphan Jamieson, formerly schoolmistress at Alloa, a 
candidate for the post of boarding school mistress at 
Perth. It is therefore apparent that Euphemia was from a 
well educated background and a good match for Thomas. 
Thomas and Euphemia had six known children, James 
(b.1795), Margaret (b.1797), William (b.1799), John 
(b.1802), Euphans (b.1803) and Janet (b.1806). 
 In 1812 the family were living at Ferryfield, close to 
the old Roman fort, just a short ferry trip across to 
Cairnie and from there less than an hour’s walk to 
Euphemia’s parents’ home in Errol. 
 The eldest son James became a stone mason and on the 
11th April 1813 he married Margaret Saunders at 
Kinnoull. James and Margaret had at least one child, 
Thomas (b.1819), who in 1842 married Janet Meldrum 
in Bolton, Lancashire. However, this family appears to 
have lived in Edinburgh where Thomas is recorded as a 
tobacco spinner and tobaconist. They themselves had at 
least six children, one of whom, James Meldrum Cree 
(b.1850) also lived in Edinburgh and worked as a tobacco 
spinner until his death in 1911.  
 By 1832 Thomas had acquired tenancy of “lands and 
houses, Ferryfield and Parks of Carpow.” After 1837, 
possibly following the death of Euphemia, he moved to 
Rosebank which is on the edge of the town itself, where 
he was still a farmer in 1841 at the age of 69. It was 
probably in 1843 that he moved to the Crees Inn in the 
centre of Abernethy. At  the 1851 Census he was again a 
farmer, living with his unmarried daughter Margaret, his 
grandson Thomas aged 12 and a niece called Euphemia 
Brown, aged 22, also described as a house servant. 
 Thomas Cree died between 1851 and 1858 and it was 
only on the death certificate of his daughter Margaret in 
1858 that he was described as an innkeeper (deceased) 



so we may assume that the 1851 census return refers to 
the building now called Crees Inn. Margaret (b.1797) 
seems to have followed in her father’s footsteps since on 
her death in 1858 she is recorded as an innkeeper. The 
witness to her death was her brother John Cree (b.1802) 
who, as we have seen, married Isabella Smith and moved 
to Inchyra, Perth and Dundee where he died at 37 Main 
Street, on the 27th March 1875. 
 We know that Margaret Cree held the Crees Inn in 
liferent. It then passed to Thomas, the son of her brother 
William (b 1799) who had died some time before 1851. 
William Cree was described as a Salmon Fisher (Master) 
thereby further strengthening the family traditions as 
innkeepers and salmon fishers. He married Euphemia 
Hutcheson and they had one son, Thomas (b.1839), who 
was similarly to be described as a farmer and innkeeper. 
This was the boy of twelve living with his aunt Margaret, 
grandfather Thomas Cree and the mystery niece, 
Euphemia Brown, in 1851. He became in turn innkeeper 
of the Cree Inn having married Euphemia Brown in 1861. 
The marriage certificate shows Thomas’s father as a 
“Master Salmon Fisher (deceased).” The bride was 
shown as a domestic servant whose mother was 
Euphemia Brown (Cree), She in turn therefore must have 
been a daughter, previously unknown to us, of Andrew 
Cree and Margaret Moris 
 The marriage was short. Euphemia died on the 23rd 
Dec 1862, possibly giving birth to their son William 
(b.1862). Thomas subsequently married Janet Napier in 
1864, possibly needing assistance in the care of his son, 
whilst in 1890 he married Elizabeth Paterson. Janet 
Napier had passed away on the 24th December 1883 and 
her death certificate gave the reason as “alcoholism”, a 
sad demise from a known occupational hazard. 
 Mike Spathaky recounts how in 1993, after calling in 
to the Crees Inn, where the present landlord showed him 
an old deed proving the succession from Thomas Cree to 
Margaret and then to the young Thomas Cree, he visited 
the tea rooms under the shadow of the eleventh century 
round tower: “A couple of calls later and we were talking 
to an elderly man who remembered his father telling him 
stories about ‘Tammy’ Cree, the last Cree owner of the 

Crees Inn, who died in 1911. It seems he was a larger 
than life character in more ways than one. As well as 
always being at the centre of the town’s social scene, his 
frame was as broad as he was tall.”   
  

 
 
 

The Crees Inn at Abernethy, 1993 


